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Family: Motacillidae
Wagtails and pipits that are mostly ground dwelling birds with short necks 
and long tails. Sexes usually alike. The wagtails are mostly migrant and found 
in the wetlands of Pondicherry in winter. The pipits tend to be resident. 

113PaddYField PiPit, Anthus rufulus
Size 15 cm

Adult. Resident. Small, dark brown bird with lighter underparts streaked 
with brown on breast with well-streaked breast and pale lores.  Long tail 
and outer tail feathers are white. When flushed, has comparatively weak, 
rather fluttering flight. Call is tseep-tseep-tseep. 

114White WaGtail, Motacilla alba
Size 19 cm

Male breeding (114a) and male non-breeding (114b). Winter visitor. 
Variably coloured black and white bird with grey upperparts and head partly 
black. Prominent black bib in breeding birds, reduced in non-breeding birds. 
Sexes alike. Common in open country near Kaliveli estuary. 

115GreY WaGtail, Motacilla cinerea
Size 19 cm

Male breeding (115a SMALL) and adult female (115b LARGE). Winter 
visitor. Grey upperparts and yellow underparts and rump. Longer tail 
than the other wagtails. Narrow white eyebrow. Male has black throat in 
breeding season.

116Citrine WaGtail, Motacilla citreola
Size 19 cm

Male breeding (116a) and adult female (116b). Winter visitor. Bird with 
grey upperparts and yellow underparts. The grey is blackish in males. 
Breeding males have yellow head, whereas non breeding adults have broad 
yellow eyebrow continuing around ears.   

117YelloW WaGtail, Motacilla flava
Size 18 cm

Male breeding. Winter visitor. Olive green-grey above and yellow below, 
with narrow white eyebrow. 

118White-BroWed/ larGe Pied WaGtail,  
Motacilla maderaspatensis

Size 21 cm
Adult. Resident. Large black and white wagtail with black head, prominent 
white eyebrow, black bib and white belly. Female grayish. Seen in pairs near 
waterbodies. 

70



119

121120

Family: Ploceidae
The weavers are small seed eating birds with conical bills.  The males are 
usually brightly coloured. They get their name because of their ability to 
weave elaborate nests made of leaf fibres, grass and twigs.

119BaYa Weaver, Ploceus philippinus
Size 15 cm

Male breeding. Resident. Common bird in the Indian plains with distinctive 
woven nests which is a swinging retort shaped structure with a long vertical 
entrance tube suspended in clusters from the underside of  palmyra palm 
leaves, or from electric lines and other structures. The breeding male has 
a bright yellow crown, dark brown cheeks and throat. Wings streaked with 
brown. Female/non-breeding birds look like a female sparrow but with 
faintly streaked pale yellowish underbody and pale eyebrow. 

Family: Sylviidae
The ‘Old World’ warblers are small insect eating birds with a long fine bill. 
Usually olive brown in colour inhabiting reed beds and tall grass. 

120ClaMorous reed WarBler, Acrocephalus stentorius
Size 19 cm

MISSINGSee if alteration of arundinacea is possible. Winter visitor. Large 
olive brown warbler with long bill and prominent white eyebrow and 
throat. Found in reed beds and tall grass bordering lakes. 

121BlYth’s reed WarBler, Acrocephalus dumetorum
Size 14 cm

Adult. Winter visitor.  Olive brown warbler, smaller than the Indian Great 
Reed Warbler with a fine eyebrow and buff underparts. Found in shrubs 
and hedges. Call note a distinctive harsh single chuk every few seconds. 
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Illustrators Credits
Christian Puyravaud
Accipiter badius, Amaurornis phoenicurus, Anas acuta, A. clypeata, A. 
crecca,A. penelope, A. poecilorhyncha, A. querquedula, A. strepera, An-
hinga melanogaster, Aythya ferina, Butastur teesa, Calidris ferruginea, 
C. minuta, Chlidonias hybridus, Circaetus gallicus, Circus aeruginosus, C. 
macrourus, C. melanoleucos, C. pygargus, Dendronanthus indicus, Elanus 
caeruleus, Fulica atra, Gallicrex cinerea, Gallinago gallinago, Gallinula 
chloropus, Gelochelidon nilotica, Haliaeetus leucogaster, Haliastur indus, 
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, Larus brunnicephalus, L. genei, L. minutus, Li-
mosa lapponica, L. limosa, Milvus migrans, Motacilla alba , M. cinerea, M. 
citreola , M. flava, M. maderaspatensis, Nettapus coromandelianus, Nu-
menius arquata, N. phaeopus, Philomachus pugnax, Porphyrio porphyrio, 
Rhodonessa rufina, Sterna acuticauda, S. albifrons, S. aurantia, S. caspia, S. 
hirundo, Tachybaptus ruficollis, Tringa erythropus, T. glareola, T. ochropus, 
T. stagnatilis and T. tetanus.

Sabrina Siga
Acrocephalus arundinaceus, A. dumetorum, Actitis hypoleucos, Alauda 
gulgula, Alcedo atthis, Anastomus oscitans, Anthus rufulus, Apus affinis, 
Aquila clanga, Ardea cinerea, A. purpurea, Ardeola grayii, Bubulcus ibis, 
Burhinus oedicnemus, Butorides striatus, Calidris temminckii, Casmerodi-
us albus, Ceryle rudis, Charadrius alexandrinus, C. dubius, Ciconia ciconia, 
C. episcopus, Cisticola juncidis, Cypsiurus balasiensis, Egretta garzetta, E. 
gularis, Eremopterix grisea, Falco tinnunculus, Francolinus pondicerianus, 
Glareola lactea, G. maldivarum, Halcyon smyrnensis, Himantopus himanto-
pus, Hirundo daurica, H. rustica, Hydrophasianus chirurgus, Larus heuglini, 
L. ridibundus, Merops orientalis, M. philippinus, Mesophoyx intermedia, 
Mirafra cantillans, M. erythroptera, Mycteria leucocephala, Nycticorax nyc-
ticorax, Pandion haliaetus, Pelecanus philippensis, Phalacrocorax carbo, P. 
fuscicollis, Phoenicopterus ruber, Platalea leucorodia, Ploceus philippinus, 
Pluvialis fulva, P. squatarola, Prinia hodgsonii, P. inornata, P. socialis, Recur-
virostra avosetta, Sterna sumatrana, Threskiornis melanocephalus, Tringa 
nebularia, Vanellus indicus, V. malabaricus and Xenus cinereus
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Index of English names
Little Stint, 5, 14
Little Tern, 26
Marsh Sandpiper, 18
Montagu’s Harrier, 48
Northern Pintail, 8
Northern Shoveler, 8
Oriental Darter, 34
Oriental Pratincole, 28
Oriental Skylark, 64
Osprey, 52
Pacific Golden Plover, 30
Paddyfield Pipit, 70
Painted Stork, 2, 40
Pallid Harrier, 46
Pheasant-tailed Jacana, 20
Pied Avocet, 28
Pied Harrier, 48
Pied Kingfisher, 60
Plain Prinia, 66
Plain Wren-warbler, 66
Purple Heron, 36
Purple Moorhen, 56
Red-crested Pochard, 12
Red-rumped Swallow, 68
Red-wattled Lapwing, 30
Ruff, 16
Shikra, 44 
Short-toed Snake Eagle, 44
Singing Bushlark, 64
Slender-billed Gull, 22
Small Pratincole, 28
Snake Bird, 34
Spot-billed Duck, 10
Spot-billed Pelican, 2, 5, 6, 32
Spotted Redshank, 16
Stone Curlew, 28
Streaked Fantail Warbler, 66
Swamphen, 56
Temminck’s Stint, 14
Terek Sandpiper, 18
Watercock, 54
Western Reef Egret, 38
Whimbrel, 16
Whiskered Tern, 24
White Stork, 40

White Wagtail, 70
White-bellied Sea Eagle, 50
White-breasted Waterhen, 54
White-browed Wagtail, 70
White-eyed Buzzard, 44
White-necked Stork, 40
White-throated Kingfisher, 60
Wood Sandpiper, 18
Woolly Stork, 40
Yellow Wagtail, 70
Yellow-wattled Lapwing, 30
Zitting Cisticola, 66
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Ashy Prinia, 66
Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark, 64
Asian Openbill Stork, 40
Asian Palm Swift, 58
Barn Swallow - 68
Bar-tailed Godwit, 14
Baya Weaver, 72
Black Kite, 52
Black Shouldered Kite, 50
Black-bellied Tern, 2, 24
Black billed Tern, 24
Black-crowned Night Heron, 38
Black-headed Gull, 24
Black-headed Ibis, 2, 42
Black-naped Tern, 26
Black-tailed Godwit, 2, 16
Black-winged Stilt, 28
Blue-tailed Bee-eater, 62
Blyth’s Reed Warbler, 72
Brahminy Kite, 50
Brown-headed Gull, 22
Caspian Tern, 26
Cattle Egret, 36
Citrine Wagtail, 70
Clamorous Reed Warbler, 72
Common Coot, 2, 3, 5, 54
Common Greenshank, 18
Common Kestrel, 52
Common Kingfisher, 60
Common Moorhen, 56
Common Pochard, 10
Common Redshank, 18
Common Sandpiper, 14
Common Snipe, 14
Common Teal, 2, 8
Common Tern, 26
Cotton Pygmy-goose, 5, 12
Curlew Sandpiper, 14
Eastern Golden Plover, 30

Eurasian Curlew, 16
Eurasian Marsh Harrier, 46
Eurasian Spoonbill, 42
Eurasian Thick-knee, 28
Eurasian Wigeon, 2, 5, 8
Franklin’s Wren Warbler, 66
Gadwall, 10
Garganey, 10
Great Cormorant, 34
Greater Flamingo, 6, 42
Greater Spotted Eagle, 2, 44
Green Bee-eater, 62
Green Sandpiper, 18
Grey Francolin, 12
Grey Heron, 36
Grey Partridge, 12
Grey Plover, 30
Grey Wagtail, 70
Grey-breasted Prinia, 66
Grey-headed Fish Eagle, 2, 50
Gull-billed Tern, 24
Heuglin’s Gull, 22
House Swift, 58
Indian Bushlark, 64
Indian Cormorant, 34
Indian Darter, 2, 34
Indian Large Pratincole, 28
Indian Pond Heron, 36
Indian River Tern, 26
Intermediate Egret, 38
Kentish Plover, 30
Large Cormorant, 2, 34
Large Egret, 38
Large Pied Wagtail, 70
Little Egret, 38
Little Grebe, 2, 3, 32
Little Green Heron, 38
Little Gull, 24
Little Ringed Plover, 30
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Haliaeetus leucogaster, 50
Haliastur indus, 50
Himantopus himantopus, 28
Hirundinidae, 68
Hirundo daurica, 68
Hirundo rustica, 68
Hydrophasianus chirurgus, 20
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, 2, 50
Jacanidae, 20
Laridae, 22
Larus brunnicephalus, 22
Larus genei, 22
Larus heuglini, 22
Larus minutus, 24
Larus ridibundus, 24
Limosa lapponica, 24
Limosa limosa, 2, 16
Meropidae, 62
Merops orientalis, 62
Merops philippinus, 62
Mesophoyx intermedia, 38
Milvus migrans, 52
Mirafra cantillans, 64
Mirafra erythroptera, 64
Motacilla alba, 70
Motacilla cinerea, 70
Motacilla citreola, 70
Motacilla flava, 70
Motacilla maderaspatensis, 70
Motacillidae, 70
Mycteria leucocephala, 2, 40
Nettapus coromandelianus, 2, 5, 12
Numenius arquata, 16
Numenius phaeopus, 16
Nycticorax nycticorax, 38
Pandion haliaetus, 52
Passeriformes, 64
Pelecanidae, 32
Pelecaniformes, 32
Pelecanus philippensis, 32
Phalacrocoracidae, 34
Phalacrocorax carbo, 34
Phalacrocorax fuscicollis, 2, 34
Phasianidae, 12
Philomachus pugnax, 16

Phoenicopteridae, 42
Phoenicopteriformes, 42
Phoenicopterus ruber, 6, 42
Platalea leucorodia, 42
Ploceidae, 72
Ploceus philippinus, 72
Pluvialis fulva, 30
Pluvialis squatarola, 30
Podicipedidae, 32
Podicipediformes, 32
Porphyrio porphyrio, 56
Prinia hodgsonii, 66
Prinia inornata, 66
Prinia socialis, 66
Rallidae, 54
Recurvirostridae, 28 
Recurvirostra avosetta, 28
Rhodonessa rufina, 12
Scolopacidae, 14
Sterna acuticauda, 2, 24
Sterna albifrons, 26
Sterna aurantia, 26
Sterna caspia, 26
Sterna hirundo, 26
Sterna sumatrana, 26
Sternidae, 24
Sylviidae, 72
Tachybaptus ruficollis, 2, 3, 32
Threskiornis melanocephalus, 2, 42
Threskiornithidae, 42
Tringa erythropus, 16
Tringa glareola, 18
Tringa nebularia, 18
Tringa ochropus, 18
Tringa stagnatilis, 18
Tringa totanus, 18
Vanellus indicus, 30
Vanellus malabaricus, 30
Xenus cinereus, 18
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Accipiter badius, 44
Accipitridae, 44
Acrocephalus dumetorum, 72
Acrocephalus stentorius, 72
Actitis hypoleucos, 14
Alauda gulgula, 64
Alaudidae, 64
Alcedinidae, 60
Alcedo atthis, 60
Amaurornis phoenicurus, 54
Anas acuta, 8
Anas clypeata, 8
Anas crecca, 8
Anas penelope, 2, 5, 8
Anas poecilorhyncha, 10
Anas querquedula, 
Anas strepera, 10
Anastomus oscitans, 40
Anhinga, 2, 34
Anthus rufulus, 70
Apodidae, 58
Apodiformes, 58
Apus affinis, 58
Aquila clanga, 44
Ardea cinerea, 36
Ardea purpurea, 36
Ardeidae, 36
Ardeola grayii, 36
Aythya ferina, 10
Bubulcus ibis, 36
Burhinidae, 28
Burhinus oedicnemus, 28
Butastur teesa, 44
Butorides striatus, 38
Calidris ferruginea, 5, 14
Calidris minuta, 14
Calidris temminckii, 14
Casmerodius albus, 38
Cerylidae, 60

Ceryle rudis, 60
Charadriidae, 30
Charadriiformes, 14
Charadrius alexandrinus, 30
Charadrius dubius, 30
Chlidonias hybridus, 24
Ciconia ciconia, 40
Ciconia episcopus, 40
Ciconiidae, 40
Ciconiiformes, 36
Circaetus gallicus, 44
Circus aeruginosus, 46
Circus macrourus, 46
Circus melanoleucos, 48
Circus pygargus, 48
Cisticola juncidis, 66
Cisticolidae, 66
Coraciiformes, 60
Cypsiurus balasiensis, 58
Egretta garzetta, 38
Egretta gularis, 38
Elanus caeruleus, 50
Eremopterix grisea, 64
Falco tinnunculus, 52
Falconidae, 44, 52
Falconiformes, 44
Francolinus pondicerianus, 12
Fulica atra, 2, 3, 5, 54
Gallicrex cinerea, 54
Galliformes, 12
Gallinago gallinago, 14
Gallinula chloropus, 56
Gelochelidon nilotica, 24
Glareola lactea, 28
Glareola maldivarum, 28
Glareolidae, 28
Gruiformes, 54
Halcyon smyrnensis, 60
Halcyonidae, 60
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iBcn, Bnhs and rsPB
The Indian Bird Conservation Network (IBCN) is a network of individuals, organizations and 
the established in 1998 by the Bombay Natural History Society, in collaboration with Birdlife 
International UK and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) with a mission to 
promote conservation of birds and their habitats through development of a national network 
of individuals, organizations and the Government. ECOS is a member of the IBCN and book was 
partially sponsored by the IBCN and Birdlife International. 

ecos is a registered trust dedicated to nature conservation.  It is engaged in a wide range of 
activities from education to research.  ECOS works with Government institutions, NGOs and 
private companies.  Dr. Jean-Philippe Puyravaud, the director of ECOS holds a Ph.D. in ecology 
and is a Guest Faculty at the University of Pondicherry.
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